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Kelvin Williams
Head of Planning & Building Control
Wealden District Council
Council Offices, Vicarage Lane
HAILSHAM
BN27 2AX Fao Mr s robbins


date


26.8.2014
please contact
our ref
your ref


Amanda Parks
WD/3222/CC
WD/2014/1421

Lewes (01273) 481846
AP
Direct Fax (01273) 479040

Dear Mr Williams
town and country planning general regulations 1992

WD/3222/CC - Retrospective Planning Application for the installation of Solar PV panels on roof slope. Rotherfield CP School, North Street, Rotherfield, Nr Crowborough,TN6 3NA. (Within land edged red on applicants plan no. E/RP/14/006)

Under the powers delegated to me by the Governance Committee on 30 January 2003, I have issued a Written Notice dated 26 August 2014 authorising the carrying out of the above development pursuant to Regulation 3 of the Town and Country Planning General Regulations 1992.  Planning Permission is now granted.  A copy of the Written Notice is attached hereto.  

Therefore, in accordance with Regulation 3 would you please accept this letter in conjunction with the plans shown as formal notification of the development for the purpose of your Register of Planning Applications and Decisions.  

Approved Plan(s) numbered:
Roof Layout, Technical Specification, E/RP/14/006 - Block Plan/Site Location

Yours sincerely

Tony Cook
Tony Cook

Head of Planning

Copies to:
M Powell/ D Guyett – Business Services – Property



Mr Brown, ABDS Ltd - Agent



dnccgrad.doc


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990PRIVATE 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING GENERAL REGULATIONS 1992

Written Notice Pursuant to Regulation 6 (1) of the 1992 Regulations of development authorised by the Director of Communities, Economy and  Transport.

___________________________________________________________________
	To :-
	East Sussex County Council
	County Ref. No. WD/3222/CC

	
	c/o Mr Brown

ABDS Ltd 

90 Treza Road

Porthleven

Cornwall, TR13 9UQ
	District Ref. No. WD/2014/1421  


TAKE NOTICE that under the powers delegated to me by the Governance Committee meeting held on 30 January 2003 I have authorised the development described in Schedule 1 hereto, pursuant to Regulation 3 of the Town and Country Planning General Regulations 1992, subject to the conditions set out in Schedule 2 hereto.

SCHEDULE 1
Retrospective Planning Application for the installation of Solar PV panels on roof slope. Rotherfield CP School, North Street, Rotherfield, Nr Crowborough,TN6 3NA. (Within land edged red on applicants plan no. E/RP/14/006)

SCHEDULE 2

1.
The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the plans listed in the Schedule of Approved Plans.

Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper planning.

SCHEDULE OF APPROVED PLANS

Roof Layout, Technical Specification, E/RP/14/006 - Block Plan/Site Location

The policies relevant to this Decision are:-

The Wealden District Council (incorporating part of the South Downs National Park ) Core Strategy Local Plan (adopted 19th February 2013). 

The Wealden District (incorporating part of the South Downs National Park) Core Strategy Local Plan was adopted on 19th February 2013. The Core Strategy Local Plan is the key policy document setting out a strategic vision, objectives and spatial strategy for the area up to 2027 but only replaces parts of the Wealden Local Plan 1998 with some policies still “saved” where they remain of relevance and until superseded by further development plan documents. A Draft Strategic Sites Development Plan Document (DPD) and Delivery and Site Allocations DPD has be produced (and collectively known as Site Allocation DPDs) to accompany the Core Strategy and has recently been submitted to Government for Examination in Public (EiP) although a date has not yet been set. Policy WCS12 addresses biodiversity and in particular the impact of development upon the integrity of the Ashdown Forest Special Protection Area (SPA) and Special Area of Conservation (SAC). Whilst Rotherfield is within the area where development could affect the integrity of the SAC and SPA the proposed pv panels, being non-polluting, are not the type of development that would affect either designation. There are no other policies in the Core Strategy of direct relevance to this proposal.

Wealden Local Plan 1998 (Saved Policies): EN6 (development in High Weald AONB), EN27 (layout and design of development) 

Saved development management policies contained in the Wealden Local Plan remain part of the Development Plan for the area. Wealden District Council has not formally determined whether its Saved Policies in the Wealden Local Plan are in general conformity with the NPPF. However the County Planning Authority has assessed the Saved Policies as being in general conformity with the overarching principles of the NPPF.

The National Planning Policy Framework, 2012 (NPPF) The NPPF does not change the status of the development plan as the starting point for decision making. It constitutes guidance as a material consideration in determining planning applications. It advises due weight should be given to relevant policies in existing plans according to their degree of consistency with the NPPF. At the heart of the NPPF is a presumption in favour of sustainable development and one of its 12 core planning principles is to support the transition to a low carbon future in a changing climate and encourage use of renewable resources (for example, by the development of renewable energy). Paragraphs 97 and 98 set out general support for the use and supply of renewable and low carbon energy irrespective of scale but at the same time warns that any adverse impacts should be addressed. Paragraph 115 attaches great weight to conserving landscape and scenic beauty in AONBs.   

Policy Statement on Planning for Schools Development (2011): The policy statement states that the planning system, when dealing with planning applications for state-funded schools should operate positively and there should be a presumption in favour of the development of state-funded schools. The policy statement encourages a collaborative approach to applications, particularly encouraging pre-application discussions and the use of planning obligations to help mitigate adverse impact of developments. The policy statement indicates that the Secretary of State will be minded to consider refusal of any application for state-funded schools to be unreasonable conduct, unless it is supported by clear and cogent evidence.  

For Note

In determining this planning application, the County Council has worked with the applicant and agent in a positive and proactive manner. The Council has also sought views from consultees and neighbours and has considered these in preparing the recommendation. This approach has been taken positively and proactively in accordance with the requirement in the NPPF, and as set out in the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) (Amendment No. 2) Order 2012.


Signed:  Tony Cook

Date: 26 August 2014

Tony Cook


Head of Planning
All enquiries should be addressed to:  


Director of Communities Economy and Transport

Communities Economy and Transport Department,


County Hall, St Anne's Crescent,


Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 1UE.


Copies to:
M Powell/D Guyett – Business Services - Property



Mr S Robbins – Wealden District Council for Statutory Planning Register
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